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IVING, as we do in an Age, in 
which. the \Mathematrihs hun 
been ſo ſucceſsfully applied ta "many. uſt- 
ul parts of 3 not bo 
matter 45 any great ſurprixe, ta ſee _ 
Euclid's Forms ſet up, towards the difs 

overy of Truths af much higher Ma-. 


ure. Which Jet, beſides their intrin- 
ick value, have little to. recommentl 
hem. Tor Piety and Religion art nume 


be moſt modiſo Studies. And , 
nie Gentlemen Had the modelling F 
Nation, "tis mate than an equal 
aer, the very Name of '4\Chrittiaw 
Fold ſoon be out of Faſhion. The next 
% Generation might be profeſt 


Turks, and the next but one, 'Hotrten» | 
otes, and Atheiſts. For #vow'd Er-. 
J aA 2 | ers 
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PREFACE. 


rors will eaſily prevail, with Men of 
Principles, to change the 2 for 2 
Alcoras: Aud whe; next ſte be fa 
more reaſonable, to lay 7 d, 3 
I ſhould paſs beyond the bounds « 
my1Subjegt, as well as thoſt of a prititt 
a$ 5 — bond I pretend 10 þ + 65 "th 
cauſes of this growing Evil ap to th 
| CHA Beſides, it may poſſibl 
riſe from mare Sources than one. A 
after all, mho knows but the ſpring n 
be 4 Secret, and not exposa % #04) 
Un-/anttifi id Enquirer.  \ 
Bat be that abt will, tis an obvin 
_ remark, that an infallible means 
_— any Mans Reputation, how 455 
ſoever, is to ſet him up big he, 
ble his Character will bear. Toa | 
ame with. Books, And I have -reaſon 4 
| 75 that ſomething of this kind bl 
"happen to the beſt that ever was end 
1 mean to the Holy Scripture it ji 
1s it not then the Word of God? It 
And can we eſteem the Word of Gi 
too much? We cannot, The Bible ther 


Ne 4s bo its e, cannot be o 
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PABTACE? 
alutd. But when we confrder it as 4 
Rule of Faith, or as it directs Men 
o Salvation, the EffetFs," which it bas 
pon the Mind, are part of the En. 
"LUIS And of theſe we muſt | ſpeak 
ith Caution. For altho” the written 
Vord be truly the Word of God, yet iti 
has not all the Effects, whiclr fanriful” 

en may aſcribe to it. Vor des it 
oſe any thing . of its real Worth (much 
*/; does it merit thut Contempt, which" 
Jen of. no Religion caſt upon it) be- 
aſe it does not anſwer all thoſe" Per 
es aud Ends,. which had never been 
hought an, had nat the Thdiſcretion. or 
he By- Intentions of falſe and weak Hil 
nirers brought them to light. © 

However it is, the Rule of Faith 
5 ſo very deſerving 4 Sujet, that a: 
„i call upon the Reader's Attention, 
Yo it [ball be modeſt . Fl I ran 
to any Miſtatꝰ, I dow deſire he ſbould | 
ollow me, unleſs it be to give me bis 

114, and to help me our. But if the © 
dcriptare or plain Reaſons be my Seconds, 

A. 3 ' © 4 Tiſha 
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1. ſhall take it ankindly to be eme 


bim. 2 bs 
As to the bold Tile. of Poſtulara, 


i 
| Principles ar Suppoſals, "tis what. an. 
1 | . a Evidence occaſion d. Bat the 


Reader is at fall Liberty to, un-chriſlen 
them, if he thinks. fit ; and way. call 
| n. Theſes, Rules, I F Poſiti 
ons, or whatever, elſe he pleaſes, Arti- 
dles of Religion ouly excepted. For f! 
| theſe we have more already, than are gt- 
4 — believes even Sh na th 
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F nk was a Time, 
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gion, when Conſcience could out- weigh 
an Eſtate, when Happineſs in reverſion 
vas accounted. a valuable Purchaſe, whe! 
Man might, practiſe the Goſpel, with- 


ſtrange ſoeyer it may, per- 
|. haps, 1 to After ages, 


when 


her of Bigotry or Madneſs. 


- 14 = 1 5 | 'Y 
_ . 
A 4 Ar 
117 g " : F 4 y 
* La at 0 0 4. bs T 4% * 4 4 4 ' 
. 


ns * 


Brieſiy Conſider'd, C % !; 
E 6 7 | 
he beſt of Iſhnds 


was not the Seat of Itreli. 


"ut ſee ming ridiculous ; and rrofels his 
reed, without incurring the Cenſure ei- 
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Fund for an undeſerving Buffoon, and put 


| Man Scribler and his worthy Maſters, the 


Heaven, given to Men, whereby we mudl be 
ſaved, Act, iv. v. 12. 


dares not rely on the plain den of God. 


In thoſs more W Days, Blafz fe 
ming the Trinity would not have paſt for 
a Recommendation to publick Eſteem; 
Much leſs would the repeated Epirions 
of ſuch” a daring Impiety, have rais'd'a 


the Nation under a general Contribution 
to relieve his Pen. But as this Jr 


Reformers and Refiners of the Age, have 
not yet carried their diſcoveries ſo far, 
as to convince the three Kingdoms en- 
tirely, that the Goſpel is a Cheat, and 
Religion a Bubble, we may ſtill venture 
to be Chriftians, and even believe that 
Chriftian Faith and Worſhip are neceſſary to 
Salvation. Jeſus being the only Name undex, 


Now if Chriftjanity be a matter of it 

rtance, the next Enquiry, of courfe, 
will be, What 11 the Rule of Chriſtian Belief ? 
That plain Scripture is ſuch a Rule, all 
Parties, I ſuppoſe are agreed. For ſurely 
he muſt be a great Proficient in the now 
{o much valued Art of Scepriciſm, who 


But if we purſue the Queftion one ſep 
farther, and ask, Whether plain Scripture 


BE THE ONLY RULE, or not, of 55 
ian 
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CHA... | 
/lian Belief 2 Here we don't find" all in the 
ſame Road. Diflerent Syſtems; Intereſts; - | 
and Idea's file off into different Anſwers: 
Geneva takes one courſe: Rome another; 
An Engliſh Divine joins entirely with net 
ther, but ſteers more or lefs towards each, 
as he is more or lefs devoted to the Hierar- 
chy. If under the direction of levelling Prin- 
ples; he thinks every Man wife enough, 
how illiterate or ignorant ſoever, to be 
his own Guide to Eternity. If Conveni- 
ence links him to the Church, he finds 
primitive Tradition of excellent uſe, _ 
both for Epiſcopacy, for the Sign of the || 
Croſs, and for Infant baptiſm : And in theſe 
Inſtances it may decently perform the Of- 
fice of a neceſſæy Interpreter. Beſides, if 
Tradition be utterly laid aſide, we ſthoutd 
loſe the Scripture. And altho' he is no 
Stranger to the unparalePd Degeneracy 
and Corruptions of the Age, yet this he 
looks upon as the very worſt of all its 
pernicious Miſtakes, that it quite ver- 
looks Church. men, as to the bt ighteſt vart 
of their Character, which is that of be- 
mg neceſſary Guides to Salvation. He can 
read in every page of the Goſpel, the” 
S1cerdotal Order inſtituted by Chriſt, as'a 
Center of Unity, He finds the Apoſtles 
2 A LS 94 | und *. 
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Succeſſors muſt ſtoop 
of a needleſs Direction. Next, he has a 


. 

and Elders Act. 1 5. interpoſe their 
thority in the ſirſt Chriſtian Conte 
And is ſurprized, that their Apoſtolicat 
to the Infignificancy 


= 
my 
* 


competent Proviſion of warm Texts, re- 
lating to the Guile of Schiſm, and againſt 
Diſſenters. But to ſpeak my Thoughts 
freely, as it becomes an Engliſh» mam, if 
theſe Scripture-Teſtimonies have any De. 
pendence on the Firſt of Elizabeth, and a 
Legal Eftabliſhment, they may poſſibly re- 
coll, and even bring upon the 5 Ae 
whether he will or not, the Guile of 
Schiſm without changing his Side. Not 
that I ſuſpect, this will happen: But that 
the bare Poſſibility is a Demonſtration, that 
he is neither Maſter of the Ground, on 
which his Artillery ſtands, nor Jnoulneran 


dle by it. And that, if it were let off. 
by other Hands, it would do as much 


Execution to the full as by his own. So 
that thoſe very Texts, by which he lear- 
nedly proves the Anabapriſts and Presbyte- 


rians to be Schiſmaticks, may, after all, 


leave him no Gap open to avoid the ter- 
rible Guilt of Schifm, but only by turn- 
ing Presbyterian-or Anabaptiſt. From whence 
tis obvious to infer , that Arguments, 
which great Men urge, ſometimes even 
| to 
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to the loſing of chein Temper, 0 = 1 
always equal. to the Managers, ba, may 
be inconcluſive, weak, and trivial. 
But without entring into Parties 
Politicks, the Queſtion is not, what 
been ſaid; but what ought to be ſaid, con- 
cerning the entire Rule of Chriftian Faith. 
The whole Rule, 1 ſay, 15 m Task: And 
__ it may riſe in the faire View, 1 hall 
y the Grounds of it in the following | 
SAL For theſe 1 do not beſp peak the 
Reader's Favour. Men of EN and 
parties, will have the ſame Contempt for 
chem, as they have for Religion. Bü it 
| can make it appear, that the Foundati- 
ons, of what I advance, lye deep, and are 
ſupported either by wodenieble Reaſon or 
plain Scripture, ſome Readers perhaps may, 
think it not beneath a Wiſe Man' Cate, 
to reflect, how Faith and its Rule 2 be, 
reconciled together. | 
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I. POSTULATUM,, 


« All neceſſary Points of Chriſtian Do- 

* (trinerelating to God, tu Man, to Wis | 
* Corruption by Sin, to his Redemption. 
ee 3nd ſuſtification, to Sacraments, to the 
% Church, to a future State, to Grace 
& and Free-will, to the Books of the Old 
_ Teſta» 


ON. oo . 


„ 
„ Teſtament, and the like, were both 
e V eaught arid bthieved by Chriſtians, before 

* any part of the New Teſtament was 


by * e * | 
It POSTULATUM. 


d All the neceſſary Points of Faith, 
«& above mention'd, were by Chriſtfs Ju- 
« Fitution to have been convey'd to 
* After-ages, altho* the Books of the 
„ New Teftament had never been com- 
* pogd. | | 


Ul. POSTUL ATOM. 


«© The Holy Scripture no where tells 
tc us plainly, that it contains the whole 
4c Belief of the firſt Chriſtians ; or that. 
all neceſſary Points of Eaith are plain in 


. 


© =” 
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te It does not evidently appear, that 
the H. Scripture as yet has ever been the 
«© only Rule of any Man's Belief, 18 


V. 


5 
F 2 


WM. 
V.CPOSTULAT UM, 


„ *Tis an undoubted Fact, tflat thoſe, 
« who own no other” Rule of "Chriſtian 
Faith and 'Worſhip beſides: plain Seri- 
© prure, when they are once in Power, 
ce will not eaſily grant the ſame Liberiy to 
<« others, by which they became.4 Body 
© themſelves : But even difallow a free 
ce and unbiaſid Study of the Holy Serie 
& pture. ; | > oof a 4 

VI. POSTUL ATOM. 
© There is ſuch an Allay of Obſcurity 
© in the ſacred Writings, that they could 
e not bring all to the ſame Faith, Wore 


** ſhip, and Communion, who defir'd to be 
« direCted by the Scripture alone. | 


VII. POSTUL ATOM. - 

© To fay that the Scripture alone is the 

© Rule of Faith, is only a genteel Way of 

** appealing to a Man's own Juagment, 
kom that of all Mankind: 


* * 
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(8). 
VIII” PO.STU LATUM. 
Nothing was ever che ſubject of 
« greater Diſputes, or is leſs fit to unite 


« Chriſtians at preſent, than the * of 
2 14 RY alone. 


IX. POSTULATVM.. | 


Al neceſſary Points of Chriſtianity 
. cannot be drawn trom the Seripture 
© alone. 


X. POSTULATUM. 


c The Apoſtles and Evangeliſts did 
2 - Not write the New Teftament with, this 
that it might be a compleat Rule 


Zu, 
of ae he Faith and Worſhip of Chri- 


10 - ſtians. 
l. POS TULAT VAI 

4 The Scripture it ſelf recommherily 
* ApoFtolical Tradition. "Moi ; 


XII. POSTUL ATOM 


ee. The Scripture alſo recommends 
Church Authority. CON- 


| We 1 
CONCLUSION... 12 v 
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10 Seripture- is "not. the whole and 2 | 
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& Rule of Chriſtian Religion« 
I. POSTULATUM. 1 


te All neceſſary points of Chriſtian Do: 1 
« Arine relating to God, to Man, to his 
« Corruption by Sin, to his Redemption, 
e and ſuſtification. to Sacraments, to the {| 
© Church, to a future State, to Grace | 
ce and Free-will, to the Books of the Old 
« Teſtament,. and the like, were both 
«© ravght and believed by Chriſtians, before 
d any part of the New Teſtament was 
s W< written, 
7 This cannot be calPd in Queſtion, but 
„oa by choſe, who are ſo filly as to ima» 
gine, either that the Goſpels were pen d 
by our Saviour, not by 8. Matthew, 8. 
Mark, S. Luke, and S8. Fohn, or at leaſt, 
that chey were written in the time of 
$ his mortal Life. But as both theſe are 
univerſally rejected by all Men of Senſe, 
the Poſeulatum will undoubtedly ſtand its 
Ground. S Jreneus long ſince obſerved, 
that none of the” Evangelical Writers un- 


Lectook that Office, till they had . 
| | - 


Faith, who receiv'd it by the Mouth of In- 
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1” © 009 
the Holy Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, L. 3. C. 1. 


Even S. Matthew, the firſt of them, did 
not do it, till he had preach'd the Goſpel in 
Juadca, for ſome Years after the Afcenſion 


of Chriſt; and was departing from thence, to 
plant Chriſtianity in foreign Nations, 
Euſeb. L. 3. Hiſt. C 24, &c. 

Now, if this be true, as it 2 
it neceſſarily follows, Firſt, that When 
Chriſtianity begun, the H. Scripture was 
not the hole Rule of Chriſtian Faith... 

Secondly, that the firſt Chriſtians had 
A true and ſæving Faith, tho' there was not 
then any Scripture in Being, by which all 
the neceſſary parts of it could be plainly 
proved. 0 8 

31y; That before the Goſpels were wht: 
ten, not only thoſe Chriſtians had a ſaving 


fallibile Directors (as, of Chriſt, and his Apts» 
ftles) but alſo thoſe who receiv'd it by that 
of private and (in their own Capacity) fall» 
ble Paſtors and Teachers. Such as the ſeven 
Dexcons might be, Act. 6. v. 5 ; Philip, 
Act. 8. v. 35, Ananias, Act. 9. v. 6, 10, 
Barnabas and innumerable others. It does 
not even appear, that any of the 


files were infallible Guides during the Mor- 
tal Life of their divine Maſter, Vet we 


cannot doubt, but thoſe, whom they con- 


verted 


2 
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. (11) , hr by 
verted then in their Miſſion through Jude 
Mat. 10. v. 7, Mar. 3. . + might 
have both à true and ſauing Fb. 

Fourthly, chat *a cerkain; true, and 
faving Faith may be coVey d effectually. 
to others by Tradition, tho” each particu- 
lar Paſtor be not Infallible. For that which 
was actualy the Caſe of fo many Chriſti: 
ans in the beginning, is ſtill . Nay it 

young Peo- 


- 


is ſtill the Condition of mo eo 
ple in Chriſtendom, who are generally 


ad i inſtructed in the moſt neceſſary points of” 
at Wl Cliriſtianity, before they ſee the Bible, And. 
all Nit may be fo, before they hear ot it. 


But what infallible Rule of their Belief” 
can theſe Children have? The very fame, 
which the firſt Chriſtians follow'd, Who 
were converted by the preaching of S. 
Philip, 8 Stephen, and the pther Diſciples: 
| mean the Dactrine, which Chriſt deliver'd” 
by word of Mouth, and confirm'd by Mi- 
racles. Por this, being truly and credi- 
bly related to them, ſecures their Faith, | 
and is an Infallible Rule of it. T "Can 


II. POSTULATUM. © 

e All the neceſſary Points of Faith 
ve above mention'd, were by Chriſt In- 
$7 (#9 ſtirution 
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Ihis cannot well be queſtion d. For 
2 Chriſt commiſſion'd his Apoſtles before 


his Paſſion Mar. 3. v. 4 8 r the 


Goſpel by word of Mouth, fo. he did af. 


ter his Reſurrection Aar. 16. u. 15˙ * 


1 
without laying any Injunctions upon m 
about writing, promis d to continue with 


». 


them to the end of the. World, Mat. 28. 
v. 20. 6 ; 5B * Pin s; ro. ha 
Now if this Poſtklaum be granted, as 


in reaſon it ought, this will alſo be an un- 
deniable. Principle, that The nei 2 7 
& Truths of Chriſtian Religion can be 


: | wrely. 
« and effettually convey d by Tradition. 


Indeed, if we reject this Marim, we: 


muſt either turn Enthuſiaſts, or deny the 
Goſpel, For to pretend to know, which 
Books are Scriptare, and which are got, 
meerly by inward. Lights, is downright 
Enthuſiaſm. And to receive them for true 
and infallible Scripture upon Tradition. if it 


cannot be a ſure Channel of reveal'd and. 


neceſſary Truth, is Madneſs. For why 
may it not as well convey a Point of Do- 
ctrine as either the Authors or the Autho» 
rity of the Bible, that is of above threes 
ſcore different Writings ? 


III 


©: ſtitution to have been convey'd to Af. 
ter- ages, altho? the Books of the New. 
«" Teſtament had never been compos d. 


=. 13 * 
III. POSTULATOM.. 


© The Holy Scripture no Share tells 
« us plainly, that it contains the ls 


« Belief of the firſt Chriſttans z or char | 


all neceſſary Points of Faith are plaio: in. 
* 

1 Againft this, ſome havewreſted the; 
words of St. Paul 2 Tim. 9.5 vs £55865: 
17, with very little reaſon : Since theſe: 
only import, that a Broecher, whom he 
calls the Man of Cod, may find in the Old. 
Teſtament (the chief And, whereof is to 
lead Chriſtians. to-. per fettion) à large Stars 
both of Inſtructions and Rage for all” 
Chriſtian Vertues- 

For fire,” in the 15th Verſe-he fake 
poſitively of the Scriptures which Timothy 
bad known.. from. a Chill. Which were 
doubtleſs the Ola Teſtament only, no other 
Scriptures being then written. 

S:condly, the Scriptures which are able | 
to makes 4 Man wiſe to Salvation, canndt - 
but be profitable, either by way of Inſtru- 
tion or Encouragement, to aff the Duties 
of a perfect Chriſtian. But the. Scriptures 
which Timothy read from. a Child, 
the Books of the Old Teſtament, are _o 
% make à Man wiſe, to Saloation, v. 15. 

There. 


f 8 
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1 Therefore they cannot but be profitable to 
i all the Duties of a perfett Chriſtian.” And 
what does S. Paul ſay more? | ] 
© Thirdly, there are yet other rexſons to 
believe that S. Paul does not ſpeak of the 
New Teſtament, For iſt ſome parts of 
it were not then in Being, as the Goſpel 
and Revelation of S. John &c. 2dly, The 
art which was then written, was not col- 
into one Book, and probably Had 
not been ſeen by S. Paul! zdly, We do 


not find, that he ever gives the Title of 


Holy Seripture or inſpir” d Writings to his own 
Epiſtles (tho' he-juſtly might have done 
it) or ener takes any Notice of what Ko 
Fellow-A poſtles had written. 


Fourthly, altho* he had ſpoken of ay 


New Teſtament, the third Poſtulatum would 
ſtill be in force. For firſt, the Words of 
the 5th Verſe, through Faith which is in 
Chriſt eſs may very well be underſtood 
in the two following Verſes. For with- 

out this Faith no Man is either perfetF, or 
throughly furniſh'd unto all good Works. And 


if S. Faul only tells us bow ufeful Seripturt 


& through Faith, he does not ſpeak” of 
Seripture alone. Secondly, Altho® S. Tims 
thy had read the Old Teſtament +ſrom 4 
Child; yet he was without doubt inſtru- 


Red's in che Principles of divine Faith, be- 


"fore. 
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fore he was permitted to handle chat fa- 
cred Volume: And tis only: thus chat 
the H. Scriptures are ſuppos d to be read 
by others. So that this is a farther Rvi- 
dence, that Scripture alone is not Here ſpo-—- 
ken of, but Scripture join'd with Taub 
and thoſe Iuſtructions which all Children 
receive by Tradition from their Parents, 
Nurſes, Guardians, Maſters" or Paſtors, 
And after all, S. Paul does not ſay that 
Scripture is SUFFICIENT, for Doctriur, far 
Keproof,, for Currection, for Iaſtractiun i 
Righteouſneſs, that the Mam of God may le 
perſet, throughly - furnifh'd unto: al goon 
orte, but only that it is PROFIT ABLE. 
or of uſe towards all theſe Ends. And is 
it not abſurd. to ſay, that nothing is of 
any uſe for thoſe great Purpoſes, but on 
a TOTAL LE of fab? Or that the 
01d Teſtament is of NO. US to Chriſtian 
Perfection? „ i fy eee 
Nothing then but Sophiſtry could ever 
have extracted from theſe words of 8 Paul, 
that the H. Scripture alone is the total Rule 1 
o/ Chriſtian Religion. The judicious Rea- Y 
der may obſerve; that the Scripture is not 
mention'd but only in the i gth and tet 
Verte. And upon theſe Dr. flammmms 
Paraphraſe, is v. 15. Having been in- 
| 40406 JOG: 
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{SCRIPTURES OF THE OLD TEST A- 


_ {MENT ever ſince thou wert a Child, thay 


wilt certainly, BY THE HELP OF HN 
STIAN DOCTRINE WHICH THOU 
HAST RECEIV'D, be able to diſcern and 

underſtand the Truth, and di 1b it from 
the falſe Doctrine o _ "Gnoſticks. Andy, 
16, For al thoſe 6 vlc by Ged. 
Spirit have at —— en written by the 
Prophets &c. und as ſuch RECEIV*D DN 
THE CANON OF THE JEWISH 
"CHURCH, may by ws be | PROFIT ABIT 
"made _—_ of, to 990 us many things, thit 
"Chriſt bas taught 144, to convince us 4 the 


| Lroſoneſs of many Sins, &c. 


II. Thoſe Gentlemen, who alledge 
1. 8. v. 20, 10 the Low and to the Tu. 
mon), do not mend the Matter: - From 
this Text indeed they may very well 
prove, that Wizards and Familiar Spirits 
are bad Interpreters of God's H. Inſtituti- 
ons. But if they mean, that there are 
no divine Traditions, agreeable to his 
written Word and recommended by it, 
they are either Men of Deſign, or Stran- 


of this-more herealſter, 5. 
IV. 


Firaftid is the widerſtanding of THE #oir 


bY both to the Old and New Teſfanen, 
7 a 


+ 1. a thi 
ok. Jy * 40 as. 4 2 — 9 * 
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IV. ros TATA : 


ci 1t does not ae ippear, this 1 
ce the H. Scripture as yet has ever 11 
© the only Rule of any Man's Belief. 
 Thereaſon of this is urg'd by a late 
Proteſtant Writer in this manner. 
ſays he, I have frequently brown ir ſupp d, 
that an Infidel may by chance meet with a 
Bible, and read it diligently and carefully, and 
ſo become a Convert to the' Chriſtian' Religion, 
without receiving Inſtruttion from 4. 2 — 
living, or . with am | 
But I never could learn, that.any ſuch þ th AM 
ever 717 'd in Ft prov that | 
ever did learn the whole Doctrine of Criſps. 
anity, and arrive but fo much as te 4 clear 
ſpeculative Nuomleaęg ry 1 Faith and Nor- 
4 of the Gs t, by only reading 
of 2 Scriptures, 2 WE Toſerattion 
of thoſe that before him have been taught that 
Faith and Wh "ps. I believe there never was, 
nor ever will be an | Inſtance. Tradition! 10 
ceſſary &c. 8. 22. p. 86, 8). 1 
In ſhort, the at ihe." is this. It can- 
not be Evident, that the Holy Scripture 
is the only Rule of any Man's Beliet, unleſs 
it be 4 r 1K That he was of no Reli- 
$101 bebe ts eee 
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that Inclination, Intereſt, Paſſion, 'Prejus 
dice, and Party, had nd mare in the 
Choice of Jas of his Opinions. For if 
either his Choice was influenc'd by theſe, or 
was made before he began to read; the 
H. Scripture, how can I be ſure that all 


chis jadgments of Religion were deter- 
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.min'd by the Scripture alons? The tub 
Conditions then now mention'd, muſt be 
Evident to defeat this Poſtulatum. But 
how ü can that be? Fot the Finſt is evi- 
dently wanting in almoſt all who begin to 
read the Scripture. And the Second. can 
never appear. e e 
Ask any of the Reform'd Churches, 
What is their Rule of Faith? They tel 
you the Scripture alone. But does Scripture 
alone make them to diſagtree in Aatters of 
Religion? Does the Scripture alone male 
Biſhops in England, and none at Genetu 
Or two Sacraments here and none in Pen- 
fa vania? Does it make Women preach in 
ſome Congregations, and always filent in 
others ? Make Baptiſm. here neceſſary for 
Infants, and in the ſame Street not only 
an unneceſſary, but even a Sacrilegious 
Ceremony? How can theſe, and innume- 
rable other differences, be accounted for, 
in Men and Churches guided by the Scri- 
pture alone? Muſt we ſay, all Parties, but 
| one 


* . | 
* 95 esl 
dne, are ites'? t they 1 

atters d in the Concerns TY ; | 
Eternity, and do not le che what 


hey profeſs? If we in will 
an Comp lead au 1 
have as much Raten te . tu. aca toy 
Beſides, a Man muſt have made very fes 
Reflections on the ordinary Courſe . 
Things, who never obſerv'd, what 
ul Influences. the firlt Impreſfure A 2 
ents of Religion have upon the"teriiht | 
Minds of Children, before they are capa. 
le of underſtanding the Scripture "Theſe 
Impreſſons, how unjuft or falſe ſoever, are 
commonly carried with them to theGrave. 
Vith theſe the. Eyef are ting'd, before the 
Bible is read. And you may ſure be- 
forehand, under what Cola thoſe Divine 
ruths will appear. That moſt Children 
are thus pre- engag d to ſome or o- 
ther, is an unqueſtionable And 
what a violent turn of Thought i is we 
ord by it, is no leſs undeniably evident. 
To inſtance only in the Reform'd Churches, 
which allow no Rule of | Faith but the ] 
Scripture alone, tis fifty to one, that 
ever has been taught Pa Rudiments of 
Religion in any one of them, as of 1 
rians, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Socini ans, Inde- 
fendents, Sabhatariant, Arians, or what elſe 


not believe u 


the great 


amines ſeriouſly the * To which, 


their Opinions of Relig 10p, by the 
be not by Divine Ap intadent” 


% 
[ 


* pleaſe, "wh. 7 'he with to red 
the H. e be conving'd, that the 
Doctrine 'his SefF is agreeab cc It. | 
For I am; not FX wing * thi 17 they 4 
hat the Jy e al let. 
ting Intereſt Apart, there i RM, in 750 i, 
that 5 quits the Side in Loch he Wa 
nurs 
This S is a tair Dn en "tht 
art by far of tho who oh 
mo other Rule hut S are not directed 
in their Belief b the Scripture alone. Fog 
beſides that the Scripture à lone cannot 1a 
them divers Ways, | and into Tuck Hp 
ons as contradi each other, there Ut 
one Perſon perhaps in | five Hundred,” but in 
effect Tas choſen | is Religion, before he th! 


if we add all the ſecret and forcible Spring 
;of - Intereſt, Prejudice, Edu kon, 11 
Humour, che Pre portion. 1³ A e es 

much increas'd, that it may be do Kea 
with Reaſon, whetherany be e 1 Sn 


ture alone. E ecially 1 Tt fe Serip ture al 
1e Kale dt 


Chriftian Faith, © FOR more | hete- 
after, | | | 


— —— — — 


) db ve 
vos rr. en 


* "Tis an. pa | Fed, chat tl | 
who own no ether Rule ot. Chriſtian 
Faith and Worſhip beſides plamSeriptare, 
when they are once in Power, will not 
eaſily grant the ſame Lileriy to 
by which they became a Hog them- 
ſelves : - But even ROE free, znd 
unbiaſed Study of the H. Seri 
How neceſlary this Pr, _ may 
avebeen thought, and upon an 
do not examine: But the Fal is too W 
nown to be à ſecret. 
The National. Sy nod under K. charles l. 
n. 1640, Can. 4. ſtiles Socinianiſm, a melt 
emnable and 60 . Hereſy: And orders, | 
dat whoever is acruſed and convilted of it, be 
communicated, ani not. feld, till be al 
utely and expreſly-4 re it. Net Scinian: 
vn no other Rule: Faith and Wende 
t only Script ure. . 
The firſt Synod ae K. Keue 2 
P03, Can. 4. : #5 
reaſter affirm, A ATT. God's Wors 
po, H Abl by Law, and contain d in-the \ 
4 of Conzmen- Prayer, contains , any "Thing 
it, that us YEpugnant | to the Seriptares, let 
be Excommunicated ipſo fatto, and 
„ not 


4 


F : 
' 
1 
{ 
' 
. 


after his Repentance and publick Revorating o | 


in the late Civil Wars, and afterwards ch 


not reſter d but aſter 
publick, Revocation of hich "bu wicked Err 
you. 5 
Can. 5, Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm 
that 8 the Thirty Nine Articles are in ay 
part Erroneoxs ;, or ſuch as he may not with oi 
Conſcience ſubſcribe unto, let him be Ex 
communicated 1pſo facto, and net reſtored by 


foch his wicked Errors. © 
Can. 9. Wheſever ſhall bereafter ſepara 
themſelves from the Communion of the Chari 
of England— accounting the Chri 7 2 | 
are conformable to ber Nenne | 
and unmeet for them to join with in . 
Profeſſion, let them be Excommunicated 1 
fatto, and not reſtor d til after their * 
range, and publick Revocation of fuck" 9 . 
micked Errors. 

The Twelfth Canon Excommunicats 
thoſe who ſubmit themſelves to be ruled by a) 
Eccleſtaftical ConFututions, made without tit 
King's Authority, When the Presbyrerian 


Independents were advanc'd to the Helm, 
they ſpoke the ſame Language. Now 13 10 
Starving as good as Hanging? Are not Pen 
Laws, when put into ſafe Hands, as god 
as the Inquiſition? But let the Piffere 1 


be as wide as you IM can any nal 
juſt 


7 « — — — „ 


we 5 
fy an 8 upon Chrs by "y 
and the Rights of the Goel 2 


v1, Pos rv LATVM. 


cc There is ſuch an alay of Obſearith in 
© the ſacred Writings, that they could 
not bring all to the ſame Faith, Worſbi 
and Communion, who deſir dt to be dir 
* ed by the Scriprure alont,” 

Firſt, A writing that is Obſcure in Things 
elating to Praftice and Mamers, cannot 
ichout a Miracle unite all in the fame 
rofeſſion, who poſitively deſire to be di- 
ected by it dne; but muſt necefaril 
Iraw them into 8 Factions, and er 

els Confuſion : ially if the Obſe ay 
of it ſprings chic y from this, V's 
ide of the Diſpute, ſeparately conſider 
as either an apparent Evidence, or 
trong Preſumptibn in its favour, No this 

s ſo viſibly the Caſe of the H. Scripture, 
n ſeveral Inſtances, that/a Man * 
dave a very ſmall Share of Sineerity, wh 
an deny it, 

For Example: Did gt. Paul ſin as oft 28 
e call'd God to witneſs in his Epifttes ? 
\nd can it never be a Chriſtian Dury, to 
ake an Oath, which is, i Confemati os 
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an of all Strife, H 1-16] 

Yet we are s Pa or warn'd 9 
3 aſter, not to ſwear 4 4 


Matth. Ard this is ev Jo 
mended' * all Things, James v. 

Did St. John Sin, when he. A 
Aged Fathers, 1 Jo. ii. 13 Or St. 155 
when he call'd himſelf and others, Ds 
 @bors or Maſiers didagxans f Yet "RY 
| exprelly, Call no Man your. Father 1 
Earth — Neither be you cal Maſter, 
for one is your AP to wit, Pt. Mar 
. * BY 
The. 1 Queſtion may: be " azhed. 4 
the Da publick a Whe- 

er catin? are bound to 25 . 
Seventh. D. N is am al 150 
Chriſt and les certain 
Or muſt 15 por atarians, becau n 
| {| Will neither keep the Eighth Day: 1 
nor work upon: the Seventh, be lilled 
amongſt the Hereticks ?. 
| ch eiber Children may and ought to 
] be Chriſten'd whilſt they are incapable 
__ 1 of that Inſtruftion, which of, By oy 

zz our appoints - before 5 
| XXViii. 19. though . Ge 15 2 
| ſtles to let e Children come to 
| im, they came not to be Chriſten'd, Ly 
Avuviil. 15, 16? wy 
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comma 
Ba WY 
*. it be not as md a 


viii. and Extrem ne nen, 544 
were 155 all to St continued, 


laid aſide, after "the A lic A in 


Ceremaenits, as. AK. b 133. 1 24 


atth, 20, 24 Ac. x * . 
Wl Ag 1 5 Rich 76 
d. oa the words of 5 387 Or wWhe - 
Uhe ther this $i p ke 7 of all 


ho have, any chip 
a Ke Py FT 
ihe buns bat is 5 427 

Holy, ne hethee” 36 


2 
mapy, \Wivs FR, 05 2 88 "fame 25 Ml. 
lawable to Chr e ne drr 


Whether the Scriprape, ves us any | 
able de to diſting 68 In 55 8 ich Chriſt 
Sar WY fs to his AS 1 55 whether it be Kid to 
atth them only, 98 them as Chriftians, or to 


them 10 Pa 65 general? Or is it un- 
lawful for ud, W ro e in 


4 1 * . * 
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Whether Baptiſui,  Cmfirmation, AR, . 

'or all to be 


which the Nb and Ga were cemen- - 
ted into one Church by means of Jewiſh. 
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viſed, which is not commanded ? Does the 


been ſtr 
i my Boch, This us my Blood ? Net. all Pare 


4 vin lt nn 4 era ee 
q , * a a 


to wear N Mac. vi 
put on two Coats, 1b? _ T 

Is a trading Nation exempt from, 1 
Injunctions of the Goſpel? Or 3s it 2 


Falſe-Goſpel which ys, Lens bag fa 


nothing thereby, Lu. VI. 3 
In Chriſt's Sermon wr . Mountain 


Math. v, vi, vii, is there any thing 4. 


Scripture ſet any. Mark to diſtinguiſh theſe 
different - Qualities ? Or can A Cheiftiat 
love Chrif and inherit his Promiſes, with- 
out keeping his Commands Jo. Yr 16, 
21, 23, 247. 

Secondly, Scripture Fre can never Unite 
all in the ſame. belief, wil. they apa, 
what 1s plain in Me and what is 0 
till one Man can ſee with another Mais 
Eyes, this is never like to happen. Hoy 
many Party- quarrels and Opinions have 

vhs out of theſe few Words, Th 


ties proteſt they are in earveſt ': Ang, 1 
the Text is evident] on their Side.” 

Zug lian it is wonderfully plais, by 1 5 
Scripture, that there is nothing receiv'd 
in the Sacrament, but Bread and” Wire. 
Toa Calvini#t, tis infinitely planer, that 
Zwinglius is miſtaken, ard that the true 


Bech 


„ 
Body andi go of Cum is aftually preſent 
not indeed to the Sacrament, but to'the 


worthy Receiver. Bat Lxther will tell you, 
that his Brother-Reformersare à cole of {| 


Aſſes. That they learn the-, D 


fo WY tbe Devil + And that me muft either charge 4 

we Lie upon the Holy Ghoſt, or confeſs that the 
in, WY /acred Body and Blood" of Obrift ave truly and. 

44- eh preſent to the Sacramem "it ſelſ as we 14 
che Nas to the Receiver; Luther Sem de Sers 1 
eſe WY Corp. et Sang. Chr d 5: And that {| 
Han all are wicked Hereticks, who hold, that the 

ith- ody and Blood of Chriſſ e hot receiv 

16, bur Mouths, in the Bleſſed Sacrament, * 1. 
best 28. cont. Lovan an. 154. 

nite And it is very remarkable, t t there 

wt, was never ſuch à Swarm of 'difagre | 


| 
| | | 
Opinions known in Chriſtendom; as ſin ö 
the Holy Scriptire has been ſet up for the 1 | 
only Rule and Standard of Chriftian Reim 
gion. 19 880 I | i | . en . * ; | 
- Thirdly,” Wagers are not the moſt Pri 
loſophical Proofs. But if the Bible were 
put into the Hands of fifty Ham Philos || 
ſophers apart, and every one -of them Py 
were deſird to draw from it a Scheme of 
the neceſſary parts of Chriſtian Religion 3 tis 
more than fifty to one, they would hei- 
ther agree in any vr Syſtem, nor with that 
» B g '* 1 
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ok To l chat e Soriptere elem \is-the 
- Rule of Faith, is only a, genteel way.of 
. * appealingto a Man's ann | 
t of all- Mankind. 2 — 
This fully accolmts Be - By Obtervstic 
1 y made, that 22 2 _— 
prodigious Swarm agreeing 
and Sects of Religion, as-ince che Holy 
ipture has been ſet up for the only Aut 
of it. When Calvin rejects any other Rite 
of Faith but only Scripture, N to 
Seripturr. But to whom? 
N Or it a . others, tis "it 
| this proviſo, that they be of the ſums Opi- 
nion with him. Now is not this fairly 
peating to his own Judgment, what Nate 


5597 Judges ſoever, or nn N 
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Thus Scripture alone was the Rule of 
Faith to Luther, and all his men, 


| | 
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 Carolft adi, @winglines.; Ncaſampadius, Mer 
lanctan, Bucer, Sork, Arcus, JZrem, . 
eforming Queen, to every 
Church, ts eyery Child of the. Refor-- 
Wie Simple, Young | 


ander, to the v 


w. dofe 


When. 8 „ a Me 
running Diviſions upon excellency of 
the Buble, and at length foaring. neh, 
as co make it the en Ruỹ QF: Chrift;on He- 
lief, do not ink, | — 3 himſelf in 
the Rapture, Th Mot find his 
Accounts at 
For by tellingyou . the only 
Standard of Religion, he diſcreetly makes 


his own, dear ſelf, the Wiſe, Great, Sove- 


raigu, Independent, Univerſal F 

Pp Bible it felf, of 1 Religious 
Controverſies . 

ſtarted. 
imagine, SY forgot 
the heat of his Ex 
only way of ſetting 
ters upon he kong Leyel, por 15 


Cauſe. For. — could. 15 it tt a 


furer Iſſue, chan (by: making himſelf * | 


preme Judge of it It cam . 
Hands. And if any pretend wu 
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to a hi; — Court, "wad — —— 
tence, 5 begs ' theif Pardon, ' What if 


'| } He be under Ine, a Link- boy, a Crier of 
| | Milk or Mackrel ?, This leflens rot” his 
\ } CharaQter. Heis born to be u Pe A N 
veraign Fudge, a Pope in Keligion, „What 
if . cannot read the Bible? No matter. PV 
Let him hear it. And after ſuch an Eu- 
 » quiry, as his Time and Abilities WII al. 


low, whatever he \ific judges to be 
the "Sen? ſe of it ( 1 it to 90575 S 
of God himſelf, or the Holy is % Wl 


very Sacred, ther you 0. Tae his 

| Perſon, Fftate, or Credit on that a 
without perſecuting the Goſpel, But whit 

jf his Opinion be ſingular ? What if all 
Mankind appear on the other fide of the 
Queſtion ? *Tis all the ſame,” In the Con- 
cerns of Conſcience and Religion, they 
are no more his Judges, than he is theirs. 
If they condemn him, he condemans'them. 
And ſo they are quits. This being "the 
undoubted Privilege, neceſſarilj conſequent 
he that noble Maxim, The Holy Scripture i 
only Rule of Faith, it is not at all to be ad- 

Oy either that it has found Abiitort, 


or that! it has ona the World wh het 
{ \ Ne 


WW 


e 
— WIE 


v4 — : 2c ͤ%éöy« : —— —— — * 


eo A EIS SRI 
: —— A 


"CF 
Rell gien, than either Numbers or Names 
an reach to 
dh N 406 1266 579 


The | difiamcs: then is not ſo great as it 


bnly one Pope at Rom: And in every 
eform'd Church; there are as many Sv 
aign, Independent Judges of all Controver- 
lies in Religion, as "inn are Individuals. 
Nay Sorbon will tell yu, that in me 
aſes the Pope's deliberate and mature 
judgment may be over · xuld. But let a 
apſter's Boy maturely pronounce upon 


he Scripture; no power upon Earth can 
either reverſe or over-rule the Sen. 


ence, © aide 75110 90k 
3 .9v8t 2$3u80al 10 em 
But if every Chriſtian have an ink 
ent and indefeaſible Right of being the 
Supreme judge of Controverſy (a Right 
which cannot be hurt — attack 
vithout ſtriking at the Goſhel) hy may 
ot Rome pretend to it as well as Gi and 
!-ment XI. as well as Mr. Calviw Why 
does every Free- born Son of tlie Refor- 
ation quarrel with the fo hotly 
wn his Head, unleſs it be perhaps that 
his Holineſs ſpoils. his Market, and that 


o of a Trade can never agree r 
VIII. 
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s commonly thought between Rome and 
eneva. Unleſs it be this that chere is 
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But 1h, As Lobſery'd already, it dog 
not Cnr that 1 had any . 


of putting the Whole in r 

leſs that their Books ſhoul abridge the 
Authority either of the Writers themſelues 
| er iof the reſt of their. Venerahle Order. | 
[ , Tis evident, that even what .they | 
was not ſet down inthe plaineſt Mar 
t But might ail be interpret ed, eithet 
by the Aathors, or by r whoſe Offer 
it was; by oy Infticution: of Chriſt, not 
only: to #each others the Truth 
of: Qhriſtian Religion, but alſs to cf 
the Sripturbs to them, Neither was thi 
Order of Men to ceaſe. For Chriſt bm 
poſirively.engag'd his facred Word to cn 
tine with them to the NY World, 
Mat. xxviii. 20. 


Here then is Ms ae (for er 
Scripture, and what Chriſt deliver 

475 Word of Mouth, or the unmrium 
Mora) ſo viſibly eſtabliſh'd by the Son of 
God himſelf, that a Man muſt ſhut hi 
Eyes againſt the Light to be ignorant d 
ic. Before a Syllable of the New Teſts 


pin 


n I. e ns —— — 
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e 
/ Dothrine by the ſight oſ Mev, and au. 
Ving craftineſs whereby they Lye in wait-ta, de 


Ceive, Eph. iv. in, 12 % 14-116 ſens A 
S8. Paul, and our, modern Refiners, had o. 
very different Idea of Church Guides. Theſe Will > 
| bid us, beware of our Lean, teach ou Bll: 
Directors, over-rule our Judges, trample C. 
upon Authority, chat we be not Prieſt-rid Will c: 
den Slaves, and Bigots. And. by. follow. ty 

ing the Advice, we have almoſt loſt the Wit: 

very Name of (Chriſtianity, and bid fair le 

for ſetting up a domeſtick Trae, of Free- th 
thinking and  Free-living, without any Wa wv! 
Check either of Conſcience or —— tu 

But S. Paul is for the other Extream, Wc: 
which Chriſt himſelf took, and by which be 
Chriſtianity was ſettled in the World. He Wu: 


bids. us rely upon our lawful + Paſtors. and 
Teachers, and even follow their Faith. Heb. 
xiii. J. with Obedience and Submiſſion v. 19; 
A: Language at this Time: altogether un- 
known. Re. tells. us, this is the Method 
which the Son of God fix'd for the Uny 
of Faith. and the baniſhing, of Scepticilm, 
That we be not like Children toſs d to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of Doctrine 
by the Sophiſtry of cunning Man lying in wait 
to deceive us. | rey 


| 
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Into what Dangers the Neglelt of. this 1 
Apoſtolical Admonition has caſt the Nati 
on, is vifible to all the World. I. do not, 
plead for any Errorsof private Churches, 
or Men. The Church, which has her 
Commiſſion and. Conſtitution from Chriſt, «. I 
can never want either Meaus or Authori- i 
ty of purging of bad Humours, and de: 
ſtructive Principles, which Pact. ſoevet oh 


3„ 


her Conſtitution be attack d. But to eſſect * 
dis, there can be no need of bfeakingthe 
b hole Frame which Chriſt ſet up, UO,“ 
„turning the Prieſt-hood, and advancigg 
each individual of the ignorant Rabble ta 
be ſo many Judges of Controverſy in chief. 


e uch a profligate Remedy as this is worſe 
than the worſt of | Diſeaſes, and can end 1 
, Wo 10thing but utter lufidelity and 'Arheilms - 
„ad, if a modern Divine may be credited, 
- e have not very far to go. His Words 
d e thele. The Chriſtian Religion ſeems to | 
„ auger of being. baniſh'd from.:theſe 

l dem. The Preſs groans with: Atheiſm: 

0, ach borrid- Blaſphemies are duily "utter'd in 

„e verſation, and even printed and publiſhed 

ut 


the Morld with ſuch an aſtoniſhing Licenſe, 
was never before heard of in any Country or 
age of Chriſtianity, Dr. Trapp's Pre ſerya- 
IVE; p. 250. | = 
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CSGluides of Chriſt's Inſtitution ought to be 


my | 


Aso the Authority of Spiritual Guides 
he argues thus.' The Soriptures art vor ul: 
wa ys — to be 24 And where's thi 
; Inſtruthed by thoſe 


to 


21 Md who hab? ſo much o as the 
znited Wiſdom and Learning of the Goveriir 
of the Church afſtmbled in a Synod , How ca 
we yield a more reaſonable, and conſequently 
more free Aſſent, than by ſubmitting our om 
private Judgment! to theirs, p. 11. "Again, 
when controverted Doct vines, ſays he, are ul. 
. feur#' and hard to be underſtood,” our privitt 
Sentiments. oug ht to be ober- ruled by the Desi 
ef our Superiors en them, p. N 3. 


And alittle after: Nothing can be mort 
rational, ſays he, than to ſubmit our Opinion 
10 thoſe, who muſt be preſumed to underſiad 
he Matter in Debate better than our ſehv!i, 
p. 14 But the Order, which Chriſt has 
appointed to teach the whole Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion, maſt be preſumed to know it better | 
than the 8 and the whole Body of Ps. 
ſtors better than a Part. Therefore Church 


conſulted, as the beſt Deliverers of his'r# 
vealed Truth, which Truth is the only Rule of 


Chriſtian Faith and Worlhip. 9991 
| CON: 
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© geripturt is not * ae and nh Ale 
« of Chriſtian Nee ii 


This muſt rand or fall with de be. 
cedent Diſcourſe, - But the Arguments 
which are commonly, alledg'd. for the 
other Side, muft be conſider d i in ſhort, 
as far as the Subject requires, without ex- 
mining in particular whit ' Degree of Au- 
thority the New * gives to Hiri 
tual Guides: 


, j | 9} 147] 
L OBJECTION... / 


OBF. if God cannot ſpeak fo ani as 


to he underſtood without an - l 


how can Men pretend to do ic 


3 


ANSWER. The Objection turns upon 


fall Suppoſition. The H. Scripture might 
* penm'd with ſo much * 
an 


-" . hom dn oe pe en - hoes mats — ——— — — * 


Al (5 55 * : 

and Extent, (if Fe to exerciſe the hy. 

mility of his Servants, had not other. 

| wiſe directed the ſacred Pen men) that 

; nothing ſfould appear Evident in it, but 
what is really ſo; that al reveal'd Truths 

| ſhould and i in the cleareſt Light ; that 


there ſnould never be any Need of expoun. 
ding it; in a word, that it ſhould be the 
whole and only Rule of Chriſtian Belief. But 
a Man muſt have very weak Intellectuals, 
who can perſwade himſelf, that this i 
as Caſe of th the H. Seriprartat r 


1 1 70 n OBJECTION.» 


F OBJ. Either the Bible is a per; all Ra 
| | of Chriſtian Faith, Or it is not. IF not, 
| tis an imperfact Rule, and therefore it is 
not God's | Holy Word. If it be a perſel 


| 
\ FKule of our Belief, what need of any 
|! other? 


| ANS. This i is ſuch Trifling, 3 asa Man 
of Wit ought to be aſham'd of. To try 
| the mettle of it, inſtead of the Bible pul 

| the Old Teſtament, and you will find how 
prettily the Argument will ſqueak. 1 


| 657 5 


tt jt is dcn If not, tis an im perfect Rule; 
e and therefore it is not Gif, Holy Word: 


© lical Writings ? - 


ought to be beliey'd from-end to end. 


lief, as far as chey. 80. But to be inſpir d 
Writings, and to contain manifeſtly all things 
which God has reveal d, and which Chriſti 

are bound to believe differ as much, as St. 
Jude's Epiſtle differs from the Bible 5 or, 
as a Part differs from the Whole, 4 8 
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* — : ws Ki. i 
6 * 
„ . 


III. OBJECTION. 


I OS. GC _ 


OBJ. I ſaid in my haſte, all Min ave 
4 Pl. 116, v. 11. bags 


Lk 


ANS. Many are ſo, But if none can 


" 'Tis this: , & ee Meas the O Titan 
ce js a perfect Rule of Chriſtian Faith, ot 


cet it be a perfect Riſe, what need of 
% any other? What need pe ths Apofto- 


All the Books of TOY BY 7 ue | 
If ſo, they are a perfefF Rule of our Be- 


1 
* =... 2 a 


pe truſted nee the Apeſtles, we e muſt ** 
e 


'taen LET Years ſipce it was written, 


why may they not ſafely 'tranfmir the 


"IP i 
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ligion, there can be no true Guides unſeſ 


rely on their Judgment, as on your own! 


... ͤ ated 5. i thee A RT le HE EET 
g N 9 a 
« EE 


F wo Ws 1 * 

the Seriphare, r 

the Scripture... For we have it not imme. 
from them. And it is above la, 


_— 


Butit Men, fince the time of the Apoſtle, 
ran ſafely convey for fixteen hundred 
Tears and more, above threeſcore diffe. 
rent Writings (which make up the Bille 


Rule of Faith, and ſome. reveal'd Truths 
which are not clear in the Bible alone} 


. 


N. in matter of Conſcience and Re 


they be Infallible. For if my Guide may 
miſ-lead me, it is ſafer for me to go by 
my ſelf. Hara 


ANS. True, if you cannot miſs the 
way by your ſelf. But if you be as much, 
or more fallble than your Guides, whom 
God has manifeſtly inſtituted for you 
Direction, why may you not as ſafely 


Where is the Harm of walking by hi 


Appointment ? And wher e 18 the * 
0 
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75 
2 it? In this Caſe, one yd 


>a. Manners, common Senſe, and. 
f mall Degree of Chriſtianity would 
urn _= — But Pride ain" Intereſt 
pre © con e 


1s den 
110 SES 


v. OBJECTION. | al 
bt i 98100 * urn | wy 
ON. How ean my Rule 7. bebe 


allible, unleſs 1 receive it ; From. Infallible- 
ands ? an 


4 
a * 7 902 ba tied 


ANS. Yet the ble hope, bm . 
le; altho the printer be not! Aud fee 
t drop'd not immediately from Heaven, 
ut was handed down to you by the Paſtors 
ff Chriſt's Church through a Jong ſeries of 
bove 16 Centutids, you muſt nedds - 
dige ine ſo tar; as” A anſwer your 27 
top lor me. For, if what you ſay 
rue, one of theſe two things will neceſ- 
arily follow, either that che Bible is not an 
'allible. Rule ef. Faith (which. alt Chriſti- 


0 ins, ſuppoſe, deny: Tho' it is not the 
e) or elſe chat rhe Boily of Paſtors 


. Teachers have mY 4 mn 3 % 
10. | | 
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credible Means: 1 anſwer, thut whit 
- Chriſt and his Apoſcles tau 


than what. his Apoſtles write And there 


— a — 
B ů 8 A 
” 
— 
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| thoſe Paſtors, whom: he bas: authorize 


' Guides, and of the. 


8 or of che Revelation 


_— — —_—— — 5 


to take my Rule of Faith upon any Mai) 
ne who is not Infallible. 


* . — . — — aa od 64 ad —— 


* l 


if you by hy Scripture is an n a 
ble Rule; alte it be not convey d to u 
by Jnfallible, but only by effectudl an 


ght by word d 
Mouth, is a Rule of Faith no leſs Infallibl, 


fore if truly and credibly convey'd by Ay 
Molical Tradition (and the joint Conſent d 


to teach Mankind all the parts of Chu 
ſtian Religion) it is to be recei vid wick! 
* * to that ot the Holy Script 

it ſelf No 1 1ſtand upon it, that it » 
impolbis to invent a good Rea ſon, why 
a Point of Doctrine (as the Trivihy, ta 
real Preſence, the Neceflity of - Chua 
les receiving the m 
Faith from their Paſtors may not as creds 
bly\be: convey'd by an Wr- written Tit 
dition, as the Authority of S. Jud. bee 


VL. OBJEC ION. 
0 'Tis highly onceefocel forme 


4xÞ 
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W « *; 
ANS. if b. you. e * N 
enſe of the Holy 3 by your own 
judgment For do Ve. OWN a 8 of 
4th beſides them! Vet, I pre 
are not an Infallible Ju . — if 7 


vhy may not the Whole of Paſtors 
and Trachers, (inſtituted. 1 W. Son of \ 
od him(elf; to teach you the, Whole 
Chriſtian- eligion, and the true Senſe of 
he Bible) have as good a Title to a lim 
ed Inſallibility? 2 ſay, to the ne- 
ceſſary Truths of Ghri ſtianity, W 
were to haye been 


wi 

%, altho the New Teſtament” Rania. 
ver been written? If you except aga 
che Commiſſion: (Which indeed pits Lo 


men under à neceſſity of na 1, 
Lights of Faith from their Spiritual 
Guides) you would do well tg, argue the 
Point with him, who gave them TRAY Par 
tent, and you your Jeng: we vittt 


VI. OBJECTION. . 
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OBY, The whole: Rule of Faith Net 


be recommended by the N Euidence: 
1 regs Which 


gliver'd in the, fame . 


Jn — * 
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poſtles; and ſome Prophets ; and ſome E. 


— — 


— — r 


Which Evidence reaches no farther tha 
to the 'Seripturs- py 


MPO of Wenn t vie, a ily Yo | 
Ams. The very Canin of Soripture 
mean the Number of thoſe ſaered N 
tings, which make up the — i not 
recommended by ſo an Evident, 


as the Authority of Paflors and Tabor! 
* 


For the direſtion of the 
chis -t bor till of late Was 
Mond. But tis well 
Revilntion and ſome other 

Bible, were doubted of, 5 


* 
1th 
Menaf gr 


Beſides, we muſt Licher ſuppoſe the 
New TeFument NET? or ry * 
Feoplè may Tafely rely on 0 
Conſem of thoſe Paſtor whom "Chil 
oftabtifl?d”: +6 teach” them the Senſe of 
the Holy Scripture. He gave ſome, 4 


vangeliſis; and ſome Paſtors and Teach 
ers we all come into" Ihe. Unity of the 
Faith that we henceforth be no more Chil 
dren toſi d to and fro, and carried about wit 
#very wind of Dvftrine, by the flight 


Heb awd dun Craſtimſe, whereby 7 


5 


behold I . with wa 
nd of the World, Mt. Xuvlie, 20 He 


may 0 bo 


we thy ſelf ip 
the Church if th 
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82 


wh U Tum. lis 73. 


- 


he Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
ne 18. If be will not bean the 


uch, let lim be to thee, 46.4, Heathen ad 
Publican, Math. xvill- | 17. Remember 
m, who have. the. Ryle. over 


n 


ve the Rule over. au, and ſubmit. your 9 
vr they watch ouer | your Souls, as they. that 
ive the Account, „Xii. 17. 

It you fay, all this is no 8 
hat is ſaid of the Phariſees, Mat. xxiii. 
„3. The Scribes and Phariſees ſit in Moſes 


erde and l gh 


nay be anc, el, ths 
bri's Eſtabliſhment- and 7 


pon the Level is no great Ar 
| brifti: anity. Secondly, that. 2 


e 


at hears ou, hears Lu. X. 16. The . 


Jpon this Rock 1 wil Heilt an Churchs and © 


— whoſe 
Ai th follow, Heb. Kill. 7. Oy omg that 


hair. Al therefore gh Hons my bid _ 


ll of s. Mathew, "there. is 10 Exerg- 
tien 


* LA 4h es. ttt. 
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tm expreſdd in the 3d 2 yet ther 
are ſeveral made Wainſt the "Do@rine i 
= Phariſees) 5 f che very fame C 

ey are cal Blind Guides, + . rs, 2; 

A and Bund, v. 17, 19; eb Hits, 10 
e 7. 3. 0 heir D. 
cu tax V. 76, 
19, 19. They, wifi even nf and 
perſecute the Gofp „ v. 34. See a 
Math. xv. 3 50 Theſe lte faith 
derionirts at an Excep tion muſt of i 
ny ER, Math: XXII. 3. Ant 
"Fit can be as clearly ew d in any part q 
the Ooſpel, that Chriſtjaps are eq 
. eaviti6n'd to beware of the joint Conſentdl 
thoſe Pa#fors, who have their Commilſiat 
rom ching, I wilt freely grant, 1 hai 
been ulider a Miſake“ Ii. chen, © 
would be highly unreaſonable to do i 
And I am pretty ſure, that for the Ff 
receiving ot the trur Faith, there was n& 
ver any other Method, either recom 
An by Chriſt, or pradtis'd in the f 
much celebrated three firſt Centuries, but 
cofify* this, that they ſhoufd fd foot !th 
joint Direction of their Spiritual Gui 
As to the wiſe and popular Scheme « 

ing every Man a Bible, and 'biddi 
him fiſh His Religion out of it, tis 4 h | 
German 


M 
ver heard of in the firſt Ages of Chri- 


ding all Controverſies by the Scripture 
ne, dilcover'd in thoſe early Days. The 
ule then was, Ergo non ad Seripturas pro- 
candum eſt, nec in his conſtituendum Crr- 


, aut par incertæ. Tertullian. L. de Pre- 
1pt. . I 9. | | 


The Objections againſt Tradition being 


26, his. r. this, p. 32. 
P: 414 b 174 I, Goſpels P. $31, 8. 
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man Invention, which I dare ſay was 


janity, Nor was the uſeful Art of de- 


men, in quibus aut nulla aut incerta victoria 


* _ 
. 
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tely anſwer'd by Dr. Brett, in his roft- 5 
t to Tradition neceſſary, 1 need not trou- 
2 my ſelf nor the Reader with them. 


